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@ Mission Statement

We advocate for the rights and
full participation of all people
with intellectual or developmenta
disabilities through targeted
services

@ Vision

A community of open doors
where all lives are celebrated an
valued
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The

On April 19, 2007,
over 200 families,
friends, and supporters
gathered at Xavier
University for The Arc

dHami |l t on Cot
Annual Meeting. Three
outstanding  citizens
were recognhized for
their tireless advocacy
efforts. Their efforts
have led to the inclu-
sion of individuals with
developmental disabili-
ties in the community.

Paula Taylor was
awarded the Dorothy
Moss Award, named in
honor of a founding mem-
ber of The Arc. Paula has
worked diligently to advo-
cate for her son Joe and
other families by forming
outreach groups for par-
ents. She was instrumen-
tal in piloting the Family

Ar co0s
Disability Community Activists and Staff

61st

Marvin Moss, Dorothy Moss Award winner, Paula Taylor
accepting her award and Sandra Grether, Annual meeting c(port Advocate AWard fOI’

chair and Arc board member

Resources  Project in
Hamilton and Clermont
Counties.

Brian Harper was this
year 0s
Self-Advocate Award for
his outspoken advocacy
for himself and others.

reci pi ¢own choices. He also ad-

ANnnuaé

Brian is an active mem-
ber of Leaders in Action
and he plays a critical
role in working on issues
related to accessibility for
individuals with disabili-

ties. Brian focuses on
positively influencing the

community to treat indi-

viduals with developmen-
tal disabilities with dig-

nity and respect.

Mike Heitfield was
awarded the Direct Sup-

his work as a caregiver.
His support has enhanced
individuals with develop-
mental disabilities to
fully participate in the
community by empower-
ing them to make their

vocates on their behalf to
ensure that there s
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Annual Campaign Kicks Off

The Arc is many things
to many people with devel-
opmental and intellectual
disabilities. We support
the parents who care for
these individuals. We en-
hance their quality of life
by providing monetary
supports through the Fam-
ily Support Services Pro-

gram. We provide informa-
tion and referral and de-
velop conferences on
timely and relevant topics
such as the Employment
Conference on page 4 of
this newsletter. We have
sponsored annual Estate
Planning Seminars for
parents to more effectively

prepare for their adult
chil dos
ducts quality of life re-
views for over 480 indi-
viduals each year. These
reviews advocate for a
high quality of life and a
safe, secure environment
for individuals with

(Continued on page 3)
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Self-advocates visit state legislators

The Arc took a group of self -
advocates, parents and supporters
to speak with state legislators in
conjunction with the Ohio Develop-
mental Disability Council for Public
Policyds Annual
Columbus.

The two -day event was a learn-
ing and empowerment experience
for many self -advocates. Bobby
Silverstein, Director of the Center
for the Study and Advancement of
Disability Policies (CSADP), helped
self-advocates learn ways to effec-
tively speak with legislators about
the issues that concern them. They
were also given in -depth informa-
tion about the Martin vs. Strickland
case and Medicaid Buy -in.

On the second day of their visit,
theself-advocates took

Leg W 7
*

Self-Advocacy Coordinator.

The self-advocates were so suc-
cessful that they were able to bring
Senator Eric Kearney to Cincinnati
to have lunch and meet with advo-
cates.

8§
o During the event, The Arc of Ohio

named Rep. Steven Driehaus as

Disability Legislator of the year,

due to his support of legislation that

allows individuals with develop-

mental disabilities to successfully

live, work, and get an education.

Self Advocates gather for a photo during their visit to
Columbus to meet with state legislators

and met with state legislators and
worked on their lobbying skills. Contact Ann Snyder at 513 -821-
2113 ext.103 for more information
about future legislative events, con-
ferences, programs, and seminars

sponsored by The Arc.

0 T h e -advechtés took charge
of the conversations and shared
with the legislators the issues that
plague them, such as quality trans-
portation, services, and Medicaid

buy-i né6 said Ann Snyd

Annual MEEting (Continued from cover)

Tom Gannon and CVS/pharmacy district manager
Mark Dillion poses with a group of self -advocates

a follow through.

The Arc Ambassador Award was
given to The Arcods
Services Program Coordinator,
Sandy Schutte, for providing re-
sources for families with loved ones
who are developmentally disabled.
Missy McCarthy received the Exem-
plary Service Award for her 16
years of service to The Arc as Fi-
nance Director.

The Arc received $12,000 from
Nationwide foundation to fund its
Wrap Me Up Program , to support The
Arcds constituents.
Charitable Trust announced its gift of
$10,000 to support
Advocacy program, which helps indi-
viduals learn their rights and acquire
the skills needed for advocacy.

Direct Support Advocate winner, Mike Heitfield and
Sandra Grether pose for a photo

School for Creative and Performing
Arts.

Thanks to our Annual Meeting
sponsors: Dr. Tim and Holly
Freeman; Hamilton County Board
of MR/DD; Butler County Board of
MR/DD; Rippe & Kingston;
Luxotica Retail; USI Midwest;
Wells Fargo; and Paycor. Thanks
also to the planning committee who
helped to make the Annual Meeting
a success!

Self-Advocate Award winner, Brian Harper
after accepting his award.

Annual Meeting attendees closed
the evening with the beautiful tunes
of the Meridian 8 Singers of the
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Welcome New Board Members

The Arc Hamilton County wel-
comed two new board members at
their 61st Annual Meeting in April.

Adriana Hernandez -Capone is a
graduate of the University of Illi-
nois in Champagne -Urbana. She
holds a Bachelor of Science degree
in Accounting and is a Certified
Public Accountant (CPA).

Adriana HernandeZapone

Adriana moved from Chicago to
Cincinnati in December 2005. Her

husband Michael and two daugh- Sh e'tt IS q on h t
ters Michelle and Sofia now reside comm|~ee and coaches
terds socce

in Anderson Township.

She works as Senior Manager of
Audit and Enterprise Risk Services
at Deloitte & Touche LLP. Adriana
is also involved in the community.

ing on the board and co

Adriana looks forward to serv-

her knowledge and expertise.

from the University of Cincinnati
with a bachel orés
munications.

She has worked in the corpo-
rate office of Fifth Third Bank for
the past six years as a private
banker in the Investment Advisors
division. Currently, she serves as
a communication director for the

eather Kreitzer Fifth Third Bank Diversity Board.

. Heather has been involved in
NC1her community working with the
. Cincinnati Association for the Blind
!and Visually Impaired, the Southern
Ohio Chapter of the Make A Wish
Foundation and as a mentor for the
Cincinnati Youth Collaborative.
(Continued on page 4)
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ntributing

Heather Kreitzer graduated

Annual Fund (Continued from cover)

receives this newsletter to be-
come a member or donor and
contributor to The Arc. You
can find the return form on
page 7. Dondt

developmental and intellectual
disabilities. We also train high -
school-age and adult Self Advo-
cates on their rights and respon-
sibilities, voter education, and

Do You Know Who to
Call?

F DT
I f you have difficulty
know who to call for resources, or are unsure
where to go for help, call Patty McMahon, In-
formation and Referral Coordinator for The

Arc. She is here to help you find solutions to
your problems and the resources you need.

d

other pertinent topics to enhance
their life survival and coping
skills. The Arc is the public pol-
icy advocate for individuals with
developmental and intellectual
disabilities. We do all this and
more. But we need everyone that

your contribution today. If you

would like to discuss the finan-
cial needs of The Arc, call Joel
Kaplan, Development Director
at 513-821-2113, ext. 119.

Call Patty @ 821 -2113 ext.113

This program is made possible in part by a grant
from the Jacob G. Schmidlapp Trusts, Fifth Third
Bank, Trustee

We Want to Hear From You!

The Arc Hamilton County has
recently joined
0Spread the
0Spread the
which enables members of the Arc
community to collect online dona-
tions for their local chapters. With
the aid of FirstGiving.com, indi-
viduals can quickly and easily de-
velop personalized web pages
where family, friends, neighbors,
colleagues, congregants, etc. can
make financial contributions.

Is there a topic you would like us to cover in
our next newsletter?
Have you written something you would like

to submit?

Send feedback, ideas, materials and reques

Joelkaplan@archamilton.org

Spread the Word

0Spread the Wordoéo
T to BOt OAly raise thonsy. fd¥ gur im-

Wo r d 6 podaatwerly butafso to promote
Wo r d 6 awiareness aboui The Ard agdithe

ways in which we are helping peo-
ple. The o0Spread t
paign will be in effect this August

and continue through the year -end.
So get onboard and
Word! 6

Go to www.firstgiving.com/arc _-ohio
or contact Joel Kaplan at ext. 119.

deg

he

0 Sy
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Employment Conference Offers Ideas and Job

Alternatives for Families

Over 75 families came out for
The Arc Hami |l t on
ment and Employment Alternatives

Conference at the Drake Conference

Center to learn about community or-
ganizations that offer employment to
individuals with disabilities as well
as alternative opportunities.

Julie Honican from Legal Aid So-
ciety of Greater Cincinnati, Debbie
Baker from Down Syndrome of
Greater Cincinnati and Lisa Ahlers-
meyer from Hamilton County Board
of MR/DD all spoke about topics
ranging from Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) to Options for Day Pro-
grams. The Ohio Rehabilitation Ser-
vices Commission, Americans With

Board Members (Continued from

page 3)

In her free time, Heather likes to
spend time with her husband, Gar-
rick, and her son, Elliott.

She is very excited about joining
The Arc Hamilton County Board
and being actively involved in her
new role.

Both Heather and Adriana are
working on the upcoming fundrais-
ing event,
scheduled for Fall 2008. To get in-
volved, call Joel Kaplan at ext. 119.

The Arc is pleased to welcome
them to the board.

Welcome New Interns

The Arc Hamilton County
has recruited two new interns
as of July. The Scripps How-
ard Foundation funded the
two marketing and public re-
lations interns . Beth Hesse is
a senior at Xavier University
majoring in English and Psy-
chology and will

''cover?6

can find jobs and what types of jobs
are available for them.

Many in attendance shared the
same sentiments:
vices unknown to the general public
and why are they so difficult to dis-
The Ar c, i
combat this problem, felt that it was
important to host such an event that
would keep families updated on the
opportunities that are available in
the community for individuals with

0 Why

Attendees learn of job opportunities disabilities.
Disabilities (ADA) and Micro Enter-

prises were all on hand to talk
about resources and to give advice

ext.113.
on how individuals with disabilities

Families Empowering Children

The Charles H. Dater Foundation recently granted
The Arc Hamilton County $10,000 to develop a new
program: Families Empowering Children. Families
Empowering Children connects parents of children
with developmental disabilities to one another while
simultaneously providing a support system. The grant
from the Dater Foundation will be in effect from July
2007 through June 2008. The funds will allow The Arc
to provide further service information for families with
children with disabilities. The Arc will also use the
funds to collaborate with other parenting centers in

conducting educational seminars and workshops for

For further information, call Patty
McMahon at The Arc at 513 -821-2113

Have We Got Bequest

ideas for you!

Leave a bequest

to
The Arc

Hamilton

oDanci qa nWehd ofindiviluils vith iStelléttual and devel-

opmental disabilities.

County

Call Joel Kaplan

Beth Hesse

% SCRIPPS HOWARD
0N roumaToN

be working
with The Arc
Hamilton
County dur-
ing the sum-
mer and
throughout
the fall se-

Sarah Duke mester. Beth

5138212113 ext.
119

will be assisting Joel Kaplan with
public relations and the publica-
tion of the newsletter. Sarah
Duke, also a senior at Xavier, will
be an intern at The Arc as well
throughout the summer and fall
and will specifically be working
on redoing the
tional DVD.
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